
MELBOURNE 2006 QUEEN’S BATON

The Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games Queen’s Baton 
contained technology that allowed it to interact with 
local and remote audiences. Tracking technology enabled 
information such as the runners, name, image, location, 
motion speed and direction, to be transferred direct from the 
baton to the Games website via satellite. The baton tracker 
used accelerometers and GPS technology to pinpoint the exact 
location of the baton at any time. It had two cameras facing 
forward and backwards in the baton which allowed the 
transmission of video footage to the internet.

The baton has a distinctively modern look, with the tension 
and form of its slender frame reminiscent of an athlete’s body. 
The tip of the baton is twenty four carat gold plated, which 
symbolises the gold rush and brings a sense of light and 
elegance. The body of the baton is a deep, vivid green - a 
shade which features frequently in Melbourne’s many parks 
and gardens. It was machined from solid magnesium. Symbolic 
of the gathering of the nations theme, seventy-one lights on 
the front of the baton represent the seventy-one nations of 
the Commonwealth that the Queen’s Baton visited on its 
journey to the Games. Its arrival marked the opening of the 
Games. 

Paul Charlwood established his versatile industrial design consultancy Charlwood Design in 1993, and 
has since developed a reputation among clients and peers for his innovative, simple yet elegant design 
solutions for consumer, medical and capital applications. The consultancy has collected a raft of design 
prizes and accolades, among them multiple Premiers Design Awards, ‘Gold’ at NeoCon, and a Good 
Design Award from the Chicago Athenaeum, as well as being admitted to the Australian Manufacturing 
Hall of Fame. Paul is a past State President of the Design Institute of Australia, where he co-authored the 
DIA education policy and contributes to policy and strategy for industry and government, and has been 
a key driving force in establishing the Design for Sustainability working group. In 2007, he founded the 
bestselling ‘The Melbourne Design Guide’, a 350 page book on local design culture followed by the Syd-
ney edition and ‘The Berlin Design Guide’. In 2011 his design for the ‘Hope Solar Tower’ featured in the 
‘National Design Triennial: Why Design Now?’ at the Smithsonian Institution’s Cooper-Hewitt National 
Design Museum, New York.
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